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HAVE FAITH IN GOD! 

How easy reforms would be if it were not for folks! If a regen- 
erated world were a matter of words and philosophies it could be 
worked out on a calculating machine. But to regenerate the world 
means to regenerate individual men and women, and most of all 
children. Human passion as well as human reason must be directed. 
National boundaries and national enmities must be adjusted. 
Opposing interests must be taught mutual concession. For the 
algebra of ideas must be substituted the realities of laws, institu- 
tions, and the good-will of individuals. 

Especially just now are we tempted to impatience over social 
and political readjustment. The world wants permanent peace, but 
different nations seem to want it on different terms. We want 
economic justice and recognition of labor as a personal activity 
rather than a merchandizable commodity, but interests of those who 
employ and those who are employed conflict. We want the estab- 
lishment of human brotherhood, but we find prospective brothers 
trying to get what some other brother has. 

However, these are facts which we must control, not simply 
lament. Humanity is made up of folks, and folks are possessed of 
prejudices and obstinacy and hopes. Human history is a contin- 
uous series of personal situations. Physiological psychology does 
not reach the heart of humanity. Back of nerves and chemistry is 
the human soul; and back of the human soul is God. 

We have been preaching ideals. That is well. But a message 
that stops with ideals is not the gospel of salvation. The true 
prophet does not simply denounce injustice. He discloses also the 
will of God as to how injustice can be removed. The true prophet 
sees God in current events because he has seen God also in past 
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history. The assault of Isaiah and Amos upon the sins of their 
times was something more than a study of social pathology. The 
God who would deliver the Israel of their day had delivered their 
fathers from Egypt, had broken the power of their enemies, had 
given them his law, and had continued to show them the way in 
which to walk. 

Sonship of God is more than a theological term. It is a real 
experience. When Jesus Christ urged men to believe in God as 
Father, he not only preached a duty, but also opened the way to 
moral strength and guidance. To him God was more than a per- 
sonified ideal of social experience. He was a real father promising 
to satisfy the economic needs of those who sought first his kingdom 
and his righteousness. 

A church should be humanitarian, but it must be more. It 
must be the laboratory in which God helps men to realize his will. 
Its fundamental message is the gospel of God's help in human need, 
the assurance of reinforcement for human effort in God. 

With this faith we dare to be patient, but we will not be passive. 
We will preach the possibility of brotherhood because God is not 
only the creator of heaven and earth but the master of social evolu- 
tion. Just because we believe in God as something more than a 
philosophy or a rhetorical term, we must preach him as we know 
him revealed in his progressive revelation in the scripture, in nature, 
and in human life. 

An attempt to reform the world into the kingdom of God with- 
out the aid of God, is like trying to make plants grow without the 
light of the sun. We must preach the ideals of Jesus, but we must 
also preach the glad news that God helps men to realize ideals. A 
merely humanitarian gospel is a gospel of despair. World-peace 
must rest upon world good-will, and world good-will can exist only 
among men in whose hearts has been working directly and indirectly, 
seen and unseen, the spirit of a god not merely of things as they are, 
but of things as they ought to become. 

And his will shall yet be done on earth as it is in heaven! 



